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“The Messiah, the Son of David, Builds God’s House 

by His Passion through the Gospel.” 

He [David’s Son] shall build an house for My name, 

and I will stablish throne of Kingdom forever.

II Samuel 7:13.

Introduction.


What is God’s House.  Usually, folks identify it with a building, brick and mortar.  But that brick and mortar structure only got its identity as God’s House from God’s House.


So, what is God’s House?.  God’s House is where God dwells blessedly with men through His Word.  This Blessed dwelling comes only through God’s Word.  Where God’s Word is absent, like in the Garden of Eden after Adam sinned, there God does not dwell with men but rather the devil and death.
  Adam discovered this sad truth in the Garden of Eden.


Because man lacked God’s Word because of Adam’s fall into sin, God out of Pure Mercy became Man in Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of David, to Atone for the sins of men and bring to men the Blessed Word of the Gospel of God’s Grace and Forgiveness toward all men.


This Gracious Word returns men to God and gathers men around God.  Once again God’s House, the House of David, the Church, is filled with men and He dwells Blessedly with men.


The Messiah, the Son of David, builds God’s House by His Passion through the Gospel.  

I.  Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of David, Fashions the Gospel by His Passion.
A.  Without God’s Word, there is the devil’s house and death.

God’s Word is important to man because man, unlike all other earthly creatures, is dependent upon God’s Word for life, for his existence.  Man is dependent upon God’s Word because man was created in God’s Image, which means man knew God
, which knowing obviously comes through knowledge of a Word about God.  Through the fall into sin, man became bereft of this vital knowledge of God.


Where God’s Word is absent, there one has the devil’s word, the devil’s house, and death.  After Adam rejected God’s Word and accepted the devil’s word, he no longer dwelled with God but fled from Him.  Moses writes:

And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day:  and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.

Luther writes that where God’s Word is lacking, there one has the devil, the devil’s word, and death:

Thus we should punish bishops and spiritual dominion harder and more severely than worldly dominion
 ... .   worldly rule, even though it commits violence and injustice, hurts only the body and property.
  But spiritual dominion, whenever it is unholy and does not support God's word, is like a wolf
 and murderer of the soul, and it is just as though the devil himself were ruling there.  That is why one should beware as much of the bishop who does not teach God's word as of the devil himself.  For wherever God's word is missing, there we certainly find only the devil's teaching and murder of souls.  For without God's word the soul can neither live nor be delivered from the devil.


The devil’s house is where God’s Word is lacking and sin an death reign.


B.  Christ Fashions the Gospel by His Passion.


Obviously, men need a Blessed Word of God in order for God to dwell amongst them after the fall of Adam.  After all, when God comes to men now, after the fall into sin, it only brings death to them because the wages of sin is death.
  Hence, a New Word of God is needed in order for God to dwell Blessedly with men after the fall into sins.


Christ Fashioned that New Word by His Passion.  The Apostle St. John writes:

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through him might be saved.


Christ brought this Blessed Message to reality by His Passion.  Man’s sin vacated God’s House, sinful men clearing out because of the Holy Presence of God, just as men cleared the Temple in the face of Christ’s Holy Countenance
.  Christ Atoned for that which cleared God’s House, namely, man’s sin.  Christ suffered the consequences of man’s sin, namely, God’s everlasting wrath.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures ... .


In the midst of His Passion, Christ describes His Work as creating an Acceptable Time for men.  In Psalm 69 Jesus says in the midst of His Passion:

But as for Me, My prayer is unto Thee, O Lord, in an acceptable time; O God, in the multitude of Thy mercy hear Me, in the truth of Thy salvation.

Even in the midst of His Passion, in the midst of God rejecting Him and abandoning Him because He bore the guilt of our sin, Christ continues to love and worship God.  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt writes of Christ’s Passion:

Yet, while Christ knows Himself totally forsaken of God in the abyss of hell, He cries, “My God, My God!”  Even in such an abject condition, as He was in, He still clings to God as His personal God.  This was a God-pleasing prayer that as it were issued from the pit of hell.  This is something extraordinary, something unheard of.  In the midst of the torments of hell Christ asserts that as His Son He will cling to God and claim Him as His own!  Never before and never after has such a confident prayer issued from the abyss of hell on the part of those who are damned in that place.  Ordinarily from those who suffer the torments of the damned come only cries and sighs of despair, never prayers of faith.  It was by this prayer that Christ conquered and overcame the power of hell.
 


By His Passion, Christ made sinful men once again acceptable to God.

II.  The Gospel Fills God’s House Forever.


A.  The Gospel fills God’s House.


Here is now something to talk about the allays people’s fear of God and His wrath over sin:  The Cross of Christ.  Jacob speaks of Christ gathering people through the Gospel:

The scepter shall not depart from Judah nor a lawgiver from between his feet until Shiloh
 come; and unto Him shall the gathering of the people be.

Shiloh means “the Man who Gives Peace”.  Christ gives Peace with God through His Passion.  Knowledge of this Peace with God through Christ’s Passion draws the people back to Godto Christ.


Likewise, the prophet Isaiah writes that the Gospel draws people back to God and back to His House:

And it shall come to pass in the last days
, that the mountain of the LORD’s House shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.  And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths:  for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.


Christ says that His Passion will draw people to God.  The Apostle St. John writes:


Jesus answered and said, ... Now is the judgment of this world:  now shall the prince of this world be cast out.  And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.  This he said, signifying what death he should die.
 


As can be seen, the Gospel fills God’s House because men are no longer fleeing God because of their sin and fear of His wrath.  Jesus says His Church, David’s House, is built upon the Gospel:

And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock
 I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

The Apostle St. Paul writes that God’s House is built on the Gospel:

And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.  For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.  Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:  In whom ye also are building together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.

Luther writes that God’s House is build through the Gospel:

I think everyone knows that “God’s house” means where He dwells, and that He dwells where His Word is, be it in the field, in church, or on the sea. On the other hand, where His Word is absent, He is absent, nor is His house there; but there the devil dwells, though it be a church of gold blessed by all the bishops. But where God’s house is, there is pure blessing, grace, and life, as the psalmist says: “We bless you from the house of the Lord.” You are blessed, because you are in the Lord’s house. God says (Ex. 20:24): “In every place where I cause My name (that is, My Word
) to be remembered, I will come to you and bless you.” In this passage this verse in the psalm had its origin. Wherever God sends out His Word, by which His name and work and not our name and work are praised, there He also comes with pure grace and every blessing, as Moses declares. But wherever the devil sends out his word and it is accepted, he follows with his curse and eternal destruction. The world, however, does not believe this and considers and praises the devil as God, his curse as a blessing, and his lies as truth.


The Gospel, i.e., God’s Word and Sacraments
, fill God’s House because the Gospel freely forgives men all their sins for Christ’s Sake.

B.  The Gospel fills God’s House forever.


Because the Gospel fills the Church, David’s House, God’s House goes on forever because the Gospel yields to men life eternal.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;  Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour ... .


For this reason, the Lord says David’s House, the Church, goes on forever:

He [David’s Son] shall build an house for My name, and I will stablish throne of Kingdom forever.

Conclusion.


The Gospel, God’s Word and Sacraments, fills God’s House.  Sin caused men to vacate God’s House and perish in the death and darkness of the devil’s house.  But through the forgiveness of sin for Christ’s Sake, men return to God’s House and its warmth and security.


God’s Church, the House of the Son of David, goes on forever because the Gospel grants unto men life eternal and the resurrection of the body when the Son of David returns on the Last Day.











Amen.
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